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BIGGS, kate douglas wigoin (1859-
L1J23), one of the foremost of American
story-writers, whose Rebecca of Sunnybrook
Farm has been pronounced, the best girls'
story since Little Women was written. She
was born in Philadelphia, and in 1877 went
to live in California, establishing there the
first three kindergartens for poor children
on the Pacific coast. In 1895 she married
George C. Riggs. She has received a high
literary degree from Bowdoin College. Her
sympathy with children and penetrating
knowledge of child nature, gained through
many years' experience as a trained kinder-
gartner, have made three of her books, The
Training of Children, Children's Rights and
The Republic of Childhood; invaluable as
teaching aids. She is an extremely prolific
writer, and besides the many volumes of verse
and stories she has arranged or written, some
of them in collaboration with her sister Nora
Archibald Smith, she has to her credit Timo-
thy's Quest, Penelope's Irish Experiences,
The Story of Patsy, Susanna and Sue, The
Birds' Christmas Carol, The Diary of a
Goose Girl, Mother Carey's Chickens and
many others.
RIGHT OF WAY, the right of passing
-over land which is not one's awn. Bights
of this kind are public, if enjoyed by every-
body; private, if enjoyed by a certain per-
son or class of persons. Wherever there is
a public right of way, there is a highway.
A right of way is usually granted when one
purchases a tract of land which is cut off!
from a public highway by land owned by
another. If this land is owned by the one
who sold the tract, a right of way is implied
in the sale.
RIIS, rees, jacob augustus (1849-1914),
an American journalist, social worker and
author, was born and educated at Tiibe, Den-
mark. He emigrated to America at the age
of twenty-one, and for six years engaged in
manual labor. He then became a reporter on
the New York Tribune, but soon joined the
staff of the Sun as a police reporter. The
work that made Eiis so widely known was
the outgrowth of his experience in this po-
sition. His sympathies for the poor and the
unfortunate led him to urge improvements
in police methods and the undertaking of
measures for permanent relief of the con-
gested district in lower New York. He was
influential in securing better tenement houses
and the establishment of playgrounds and
  
file_0.wmf


small parks. In 1897 he was secretary of the
New York Small Parks Commission. His
last years were devoted to writing and lectur-
ing, and at the time
of his death he was
regarded as one of
the most prominent
social workers of hia
time. His most im-
portant publications
are How the Other
Half Lives, Out of
Mulberry Street, a
collection of fiction;
The Children of the
jSlu m Sj and The
Making of an Ameri-
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can.   One of his later works, Theodore Boose*
velt, The Citizen, has been widely read.
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RI'LEY, james whitcomb (1853-1916),
the "Hoosier Poet" and most beloved Amer-
ican poet of his generation. Although much
of his verse is written in Hoosier dialect,
some of his finest
outpourings are in
purest English. The
pathos and humor of
his descriptions of
scenes of simple life,
his keen interpreta-
tion of child life and \
his kindly under-
standing of local
character, have made
him one of the most
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widely read of mod-
ern poets.
Eiley was born in Greenfield, Ind. After
receiving a common school education he
worked for a time as an itinerant sign painter,
and later performed in a theatrical company.
It was during Ms travels with this company
that lie became so intimately acquainted with
the Indiana life which his poems reveal. His
literary work began in 1875 with contribu-
tions to newspapers and magazines, which he
wrote Tinder the pen name of Benjamin F.
Johnson, of Boone.
Among his volumes of verse are The Old
Swimmin' Hole and *Leven More Poems,
Character Sketches and Poems., Afterwhiles,
Green Fields and Running Brooks, A Child
World, An Old Sweetheart of Mine, Rhymes
of Childhood and the Book of Joyous Chil-
dren. An edition of his collected works also
has been published*

